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Name Date

Scoring Rubric:  Research Report/Paper

Organization

Elements of 
Research 
Reports/Papers

Grammar, Usage,
Mechanics, and
Spelling

The report is generally
confusing and hard to
follow. The writing
lacks any real organiza-
tion and it may also
lack a thesis statement.
The body presents sup-
port that may be re-
lated to the topic but
only in a general way.
The organization is
poor or nonexistent.
Transitions may be
used inconsistently or
may be lacking.

The writer provides a
mixture of opinions,
facts, and statements.
Facts and ideas are
often not expressed in
the writer’s words or
else they lack documen-
tation. The body of the
report lacks unity and
coherence, and may be
d i f ficult to understand.
The report may not in-
clude a bibliography or
source list, or this 
may be incomplete or
i n c o r r e c t .

Numerous errors in me-
chanics, usage, gram-
mar, or spelling may
hinder comprehension.
Word choice shows lit-
tle understanding of the
a u d i e n c e .

The report is factual
and shows evidence of
some work. The writ-
ing begins with an in-
troduction that con-
tains a thesis statement,
but this might need
clarification.  The body
explores the topic and
presents a variety of in-
formation. The organi-
zation of this informa-
tion may not always be
clear or logical.  Some
transitions are used,
but more are needed. 

The writer provides
facts and quotations
from more than one
source.  Facts and ideas
are not always docu-
mented or expressed in
the writer’s words.
The body of the report
lacks real unity and co-
herence, although most
details are somewhat
related to the topic. The
report includes an in-
complete or incorrect
bibliography or source
list.

There are numerous er-
rors in mechanics,
usage, grammar, or
spelling.  Word choice
is not always appropri-
ate for the audience.

The report is accurate
and clear. The writing
begins with an intro-
duction that contains a
clear thesis statement.
The body explores the
topic and presents in-
formation in a sensible
order. The conclusion
restates the thesis or of-
fers a comment or
question on it. Transi-
tions link most ideas. 

The writer provides
facts and quotations
from several sources.
Facts and ideas are ei-
ther expressed in the
writer’s words or else
documented.  The
body of the report sup-
ports and develops the
writer’s thesis, and it
usually exhibits unity
and coherence. The re-
port includes a com-
plete bibliography or
source list.

There are minor errors
in mechanics, usage,
grammar, or spelling.
Word choice is usually
appropriate for the 
audience. 

The report is both 
accurate and com-
pelling. The writing
begins with an inter-
esting or provocative
introduction that 
contains a clear and
concise thesis state-
ment.  The body fully
explores the topic and
presents information in
a sensible order. The
conclusion restates the
thesis or offers a com-
ment or question on it.
Effective and varied
transitions link all
ideas. 

The writer provides
facts and quotations
from a variety of
sources.  Facts and
ideas are either ex-
pressed in the writer’s
words or else com-
pletely and correctly
documented.  The
body of the report sup-
ports and develops the
writer’s thesis, and it
contains no extraneous
ideas. The report in-
cludes a complete and
correct bibliography or
source list.

There are few or no 
errors in mechanics,
usage, grammar, or
spelling. Word choice
is precise and appro-
priate for the audience. 
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