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Literacy Test Practice:  Multiple Choice 

 

Rationale 
 
There are two types of Multiple Choice Questions on the Literacy Test.  The test consists of 
many multiple choice questions- the number varies year to year, but it has: 
 
• approximately 31 multiple-choice reading items related to five reading selections or 
graphics (pictures, brochures or posters). Students will read and respond to questions related to 
understanding of: 

 an information 
paragraph  

 a news report  

 a dialogue  
 a real-life 

narrative  

 a graphic text 

     
and will include questions that are: 

Implicit Explicit Making Connections 
You will need to think about 
the answer, based on the 
reading -you will not find it 
directly stated 

You will find the answer in the 
reading 

 

The question will relate to 
another topic you will know 
about but not be in the 
reading 

 
 
 approximately  8 multiple-choice writing items that will require you to respond to 

questions related to:  content, organization of ideas and using conventions when writing 
Identifying Main Ideas 

 
Organization Grammar, punctuation 

and spelling 
Finding the difference 

between main ideas and 
supporting ideas 

Identifying correct structure 
and order of ideas/facts 

Proper sentence structure, 
correct punctuation, use of 
bold and italicized words 
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Instructions for Multiple Choice Questions 
 

 
Reading  
Cover the answer and read each question 2 times to find: 

 What is given 
 What is being asked for 
   

Answering: 
 
1. BEFORE you read the answers STOP and think of the right answer 
2. Then, read ALL the options given 
3. Put a mark beside the one(s) you think are correct 
4. Draw a line through the one(s) you know are wrong. 
5. If you end up with 2 checkmarks, read the questions again and try to decide which one is 

MOST correct.  
6.   Trust your instincts and choose the most correct answer.  Make sure to answer before you  
      move onto the next question so that it doesn’t stay blank.  If you have time you can always  
      go back and correct it. 

 
 
Troubleshooting 

1. IF you get stuck and: 
a. Don’t know the meaning of a word:   

 Read to the end of the sentence… there may be other words to help you 
 Pay attention to the 2 sentences following which may give descriptions 

 
b.  Have trouble remembering what you are reading: 

 Prime yourself to pay attention (positive self-talk)  
 Focus on the beginning and end of the reading 
 Ask questions as you read 
 “See” or visualize what you read 
 Make notes/highlight/underline as you go 
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Practice 
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